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Description and Analysis of the Fabric of the Barn at Holyfield Farm, 
Holyfield, Waltham Abbey, Essex. 20th March 2009. 

 

 

 
Holyfield Farm Barn pictured in March 2009 from the north-west. 
 

General Description. 
 
Holyfield Farm Barn is situated parallel to the Crooked Mile road and is orientated almost 
perfectly north to south along its ridgeline. It is a timber framed barn of ten bays, clad in 
weatherboarding with a plain clay peg-tiled roof. It is approximately 34.25m long  and 6.00m 
wide externally and set on a plinth composed in the main of plain red bricks. Also 
incorporated into the plinth on the western side is a course of bonded rough stone work. 
The boarding and the plinth have been tarred over. 
 
The western facade houses two large, eaves height barn doors and previously had several 
windows denoted by C20th blockings with short sections of weatherboarding. To the far 
south is a partitioned off bay finished with bricks in all the walls and a chimney in the south-
eastern corner. This has its own seperate doors and the ceiling serves as a hayloft accessed 
from inside the barn.  
 
The southern end of the barn is connected to a second barn set at right angles to it by a 
large annexe currently used for storage and an office. The annexe was evidently at one time 
a harness room and horse standings. The second barn was converted into a house about 
twelve years ago and much of the structure in the annexe dates from this period. The full 
height weather-boarded wall marks the end of the main barn whilst the conversion is 
marked by a full height celcon block wall. 
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The rear of Holyfield Farm Barn shown in context with the farmhouse converted from another barn. 
Looking from the south-east. 
 
The eastern elevation has three lean-to outhouses built against it. That to the north was 
originally built in Victorian brick and remodelled in brieze blocks. To the centre is a large 
pan-tiled roofed lean-to and to the south an extensive ramshackle, tin-roofed chicken house. 
With the exception of a few earlier structural elements these are all later C20th. 
 
Listing Reference. HOLYFIELD ROAD 1. 1767 Barn at Holyfield Farm TL 30 SE. 4/213. II 2. 
IoE Number: 117647.  
 
Description in Detail. 
 
The barn has nine trusses and thus ten bays. The following diagram annotates the trusses 
and the bays and shows the disposition of the outhouses and its connection with the Annexe 
to the Farmhouse.  
 
Detailed drawings at a scale 1:50 were made of all the elevations, the trusses and the 
ground plan and these are illustrated throughout the report and presented as an appendix. 
 
All the buildings were photographed using a 12Mb professional digital camera and the 
weatherboarding on the northern and western elevations was photographed using a 645 
format camera in black and white. The boarding elsewhere is C20th. 
 
Some anecdotal evidence was provided by Mr David Chapman, the current farmer who 
together with his father before him was responsible for many of the C20th alterations. 
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Schematic scaled architects drawing showing the disposition of the barn and the buildings connected 
to it. The numbering system is that used throughout this report. 
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Northern Elevation. 
 

 
The northern elevation is in poor condition having lost much of its boarding. 
 
The northern elevation consists of the gable end of the barn together with a small outshot to 
the east. The barn elevation is 6.0m wide, 5.0m to the eaves and approx 8.25m to the ridge 
on the outside. The wall is composed of a narrow section timber frame set on a red brick 
plinth. The frame is visible from the outside due to the loss of several of the weather-boards. 
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The timber-frame is clad in weather-boards of two distinct types - modern machine sawn 
feather edge boards secured with galvanised french nails and painted with cold brushing tar 
- and much older, thin section, possibly riven boards secured with wrought iron rose headed 
nails. These were coated in hot tar with their edges defined by many droplets. It is evident 
they have not been tarred for a long while. There are many additional modern nails. 
 
The Flat-Roofed Outshot. 
 

 
The flat-roofed outshot was originally smaller with a steeper pent roof. 

 
The outshot was originally much smaller than today and was built of yellow London Stock 
bricks (65x100x230mm) in the northern wall. The southern wall was shared with the larger 
Central Outshot which is entirely timber-framed but lined to waist height in brick. The 
outshot was essentially a roofed enclosure using the existing barn wall to build off. 
 
The northern elevation had a narrow door with a high threshold, which has been filled with 
brieze blocks and a small window created. The building was evidently quite shallow at the 
front of its former 45 degree pitched roof and was originally rectangular in plan. It was likely 
a pig pen. 
 
The eastern corner has been removed and the building finished in brieze blocks to create a 
wider turning arc for modern farm machinery . (Mr David Chapman - pers comm). The 
opportunity was taken to increase the head height by inserting  a wedge of modern 
studwork and placing a ramshackle corrugated iron roof on top at a near flat pitch. Inside is a 
date in the render of 28 Nov 94. It was used as a chicken house. 
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Western Elevation. 
 

 
Western elevation from the SW. The barn is annexed to the current farmhouse denoted by the black 
weatherboarding. 
 

The western elevation faces the road and is 34.25m (115ft 6in) long. The timber-frame is 
clad in a variety of modern weather-boarding as well as the older riven type which is mostly 
towards the northern end. Most of the boards are fastened with galvanised french nails or 
spiral roofing nails. The boarding was photographed in detail. There are  carpenters 
assembly marks number III visible above the midrail on the outside of the frame where the 
boards had fell off. See section on Carpenters Marks. 
 
Doors. 
 
There are two large barns doors, both of C20th construction being nailed vertical softwood 
plain edge board with a variety of vernacular repairs. The ledgers and braces show clear 
marks of a circular saw. The long strap hinges are secured with modern fixings. Both are in 
poor condition and unable to be opened fully.  
 
The northern doors open outwards to Bay 3 and the southern ones open to Bay 8. 
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The northern doors have had their bases removed and a makeshift barrier put in place. 
 
The pair of doors to the north has had its bottom section sawn or broken off and a makeshift 
barrier of corrugated iron and an old door put in place in imitation of a leap or lower leaf. 
However there are no apparent fixings to indicate a predecessor. The northernmost leaf has 
been previously repaired in the C20th with a large let-in lower section. The doors and their 
frames were prone to being damaged by modern tractors. (Mr David Chapman - pers 
comm). 
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The southern barn doors have a smaller pedestrian door cut into them. 
 
The southern barn doors are more complete and of the same C20th construction. The 
southernmost leaf has been sawn in half to create a lower door for pedestrian access into 
the barn. Its partner shows the same damage to its lower section as that to the other pair of 
doors and this is mostly caused by the doors falling on their hinges and dragging on the 
concrete surface. 
 
Both doors retain their drop bars and the sockets for them indicate that they were always in 
this position. The very long pintle strap hinges with spoon terminals may possibly be reused 
from the C19th century but the fittings are modern. 
 
Immediately to the south of the barn doors there is evidence for a small pedestrian door 
which has been subsequently infilled with studs and boarded over. This is seen more clearly 
from inside where the work appears C20th. 
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The C20th door into the Cleaning Room. 
 
There is a gate and ledger construction plank door into the southernmost bay (Bay 10, the 
Cleaning Room). This is also C20th and in poor condition. Originally there was a glass panel 
which has been replaced with an offcut board. There are two wrought iron T-strap hinges 
with spooned terminals which are C18th-C19th in character and probably served an earlier 
door. The lower one is broken and replaced with a mild steel T-strap hinge. The latch and 
hasp are C21st. 
 
Windows. 
 

 
The position of redundant widows is denoted by short sections of modern weatherboards. 

 
There are two blocked in openings that have remnants of frames on the inside to denote 
earlier windows. One is below the eaves in Bay 1 and the other similarly positioned in Bay 5. 
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There are also other blocked in apertures in Bay 2 at eyelevel, Bay 4 at eaves height and Bay 
5 at eye level. There are also a number of other small sections that may represent earlier 
openings but their context has been lost by extensive repairs to the frame particularly in 
Bays 6 and 7. The openings appear to have all been blocked in the C20th with short pieces of 
narrow section machined softwood feather edged boards. 
 
Southern Elevation. 
 
The southern elevation is contained within the Annexe to the Farmhouse. The upper part 
above the midrail is weatherboarded with old riven boards and a small two plank door has 
been inserted to serve the Hayloft. The position of a removed stud is shown by its empty 
mortice. 
 
Below the midrail there are two long battens each containing the broken off ends of square 
section timbers that were used to hang the harness and collars of the heavy horses used on 
the farm. Each stump is numbered in pencil. The room itself was divided into horse 
standings with timber partitions which were only removed when the farmhouse was 
converted from the other barn some 12 years ago. (Mr David Chapman - pers comm). 
 
Below these the wall studs are shrouded in fibre board of the type commonly used in the 
мфтлΩǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƴŜ ŎŜƛƭƛƴƎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇƭŀǎǘŜǊōƻŀǊŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳΦ Lƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
and also the bricks that have been inserted to line Bay 10 - the Cleaning Room. On the 
southern end of the midrail can be seen the number IIII made with a chisel point. None of 
the timbers are tarred indicating this was always an interior space. 
 
Eastern Elevation. 
 
On the eastern elevation can be seen the back of the barn, the Chicken House, the Central 
Outshot and the northern Flat-roofed Outshot.  
 

 
The Chicken House on the eastern elevation of the barn. 
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The Chicken House. 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ IƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ōȅ aǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƘŀǇƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
offcuts, spare timber and poles cut from the hedges and clad in corrugated iron sheets. As 
little expense as possible went into its construction and it has little merit. Its roof is now in a 
parlous state due to being disused for some years. 
 
The Central Outshot. 
 

 
The Central Outshot has a pan-tiled roof constructed in the C20th. 
 
The Central Outshot is constructed in the main of C20th timber with machined softwood 
rafters supporting a pan-tiled roof. The wall to the north is constructed of re-used studwork 
clad in old weatherboards and may be contemporary with the barn while the other walls are 
all C20th machined softwood with some vernacular additions. 
 
None of the internal walls are tarred and this indicates that this section of the barn has 
always been inside. The southern and eastern walls are not clad internally. The Outshot has 
all the appearance of a small stables. 
 
 
The Northern Flat-roofed Outshot. 
 
This has been partly discussed as part of the northern elevation. 
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The Flat-roofed Outshot from the east showing the tin roof and brieze block wall. 
 
The Flat-roofed Outshot is the development of a smaller unit built of yellow London Stock 
bricks. The original unit was smaller with a low fronted steep pitched roof and a waist height 
brick wall probably to form a pen for pigs. The height has been increased by inserting a 
brieze block wall and a small section of studwork and dropping the pitch of the roof which is 
now clad in rusty corrugated iron sheets. Inside the roof has been clad with fibre board. 
 
The plan of the building was changed to allow a greater turning arc for modern farm vehicles 
and the work was done in November 1994. 
 
¢ƘŜ .ŀǊƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 9ƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
Because the barn has the three structures detailed above built against it only three sections 
of the elevation are visible externally. These are the back of the Cleaning Room, the wall 
above the Chicken House  and the wall above the Flat-roofed Outshot. The rest of the 
elevation is contained within the buildings. 
 
The Cleaning Room. (Bay 10). 
 
The section of weatherboarding that forms the cladding to the Cleaning Room is C20th in 
construction. The boards are machined softwood held in place with galvanised french nails. 
The boards have been coated in hot brushing tar which has largely peeled off. The door is 
very similar to that on the western elevation except that it retains its glass panel. It is C20th 
in design and construction. 
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The back door to the Cleaning Room. Weatherboarding and door are C20th. 
 

To the south of the door is a fresher section of modern boarding which was evidently done 
as part of the barn conversion into the farmhouse. These are coated with cold brushing tar. 
 
Inside the Chicken House. 
 

 
The eastern elevation of the barn inside the Chicken House. C20th door and unframed window. 
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The hot tarred boards continue into the Chcken House to the north where they clad Bays 6 -
9. This section is entirely C20th and is part of a wholesale replacement of the eastern wall as 
a result of damage made by an explosion in 1942 in the Waltham Abbey Royal Gunpowder 
Mills. 
 
There is a substantial vertical boarded, softwood gate and ledger door where the battens 
are clenched with wrought iron nails and so are the long pintle strap hinges. However it is in 
very good condition and sits in a c.1942 doorframe. It is more likely of this period than 
earlier as its rate of wear is the same as the weatherboarding. 
 
There is an unframed opening into the barn in Bay 7 and a small unframed opening above 
the door. There are also 3 unframed openings in Bay 6 but two of these pass above the 
roofline of the Chicken Shed and may have been enlarged due to water damage. These 
smaller openings were to allow the chickens access to the barn. 
 
Inside the Central Outshot. 
 

 
C20th vernacular partition between the barn and the Central Outshot constructed by Mr Chapman 
senior. 
 
There is a ramshackle division between the Central Outshot and the barn which was 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ aǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ƘŀǇƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦ 
However there are no fixings  for doors on the main posts and the Central Outshot may have 
always been here in some form since the barn was erected. 
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